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Dear colleagues 
The Government published its response to the consultation document ‘Prosperous Places: Taking forward the Review of Sub National Economic Development and Regeneration’.  Here is the link.
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/citiesandregions/pdf/1073344.pdf
There has been speculation about the future of the proposals for regional governance in the current economic climate but the document reaffirms the government’s commitment to strengthening regional governance in the context of the economic downturn. 

Key features are:

· primary legislation will be introduced to place a statutory duty on lead authorities to carry out an assessment of the economic conditions of their area, underpinned by statutory guidance.

· Legislation will be introduced to place a duty on the London boroughs to carry out an assessment of their local area.

· Legislation will be introduced to allow for the creation of statutory sub regional authorities for economic development -‘Economic Improvement Boards’ (EIBs)

· legislation to allow for the creation of MAAs with statutory duties.

· Strengthening of local authorities role in development of the single regional strategies - the RDA and the Local Authority Leaders’ Board  (previously referred to as the Leaders’ Forum) will have  joint responsibility for the regional strategy

· regional select committees for each of the English regions (except London) will be established

· regional grand committees, comprising all MPs in the region, will meet once or twice a year, and will include an oral questions slot for the Regional Minister.

I hope this is helpful

Best wishes

Cheryl

Third Sector National Learning Alliance* | c/o NIACE

21 De Montfort Street | Leicester | LE1 7GE

*The Third Sector National Learning Alliance (TSNLA) is a growing national alliance of voluntary and community organisations and social enterprises involved in learning and training.  It aims to offer a coherent 'voice' from and for the Third Sector providers across government departments and other important bodies, and a forum for developing Third Sector ideas and proposals.  If you require further information please email rachel.hughes@niace.org.uk
� HYPERLINK "http://tsnla.pixel8ltd.com/index.htm" ���








